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1. Executive Summary

Aarunya Issues conducted a public survey to understand the views of students, researchers, alumni and other
members of the technical-education community on the current GATE-qualified M. Tech stipend of X12,400 per

month and the proposal to revise it to 20,000 per month.
A total of 282 responses were received and analysed.

The key findings are clear:

e 280 of 282 respondents (99.3%) support increasing the stipend to 20,000 per month.

e 2 respondents (0.7%) do not support the proposed increase.

e 237 respondents (84.0%) are M.Tech/MSR students, the group directly affected by the stipend policy.
e 32 respondents (11.3%) are B.Tech students.

e 8 respondents (2.8%) are alumni.

e 2 respondents (0.7%) are PhD scholars.

e 3 respondents (1.1%) selected “Other.”

e 251 of 282 respondents (89.0%) said they would be willing to help with the issue by sharing it,
volunteering, or spreading awareness.

e Responses were received from 26 States and Union Territories.

e Respondents identified approximately 90 distinct institutions after normalising obvious spelling and
naming variations.

e Approximately 74% of responses came from IITs.

The survey also included an optional written-response field. 76 respondents entered text, of which 74 provided
substantive written comments.

The most recurring concerns included:
e lack of guaranteed hostel accommodation;
e high private accommodation costs, particularly in Delhi;
e the stipend remaining unchanged since 2015 despite increasing living and academic expenses;
e comparison with the 2023 revision of PhD fellowship rates;
e financial dependence on families;
e and requests for HRA or accommodation support.

This report presents the survey evidence, the concerns raised by respondents, the policy background and the case
for revising the stipend.



2. Why We Conducted This Survey
The GATE-qualified M.Tech stipend currently stands at 12,400 per month.

The stipend was last revised in February 2015, when it was increased from 8,000 to X12,400.
More than a decade has passed since that revision.

During this period, students have experienced substantial increases in accommodation, food, transportation,
education and other living expenses.

Before taking the issue forward as a formal representation, Aarunya Issues decided to ask students and members
of the wider technical-education community a simple question:

Do you support increasing the GATE M. Tech stipend to X20,000 per month?

The purpose of the survey was to document the level of support, understand who is affected, identify the concerns
students are facing and collect evidence that can be presented to the relevant authorities.

3. Who Responded?

The survey received 282 responses.

The majority of respondents were directly affected by the stipend policy.

Respondent profile
Respondent Category Responses Share
M.Tech/MSR students 237 84.0%
B.Tech students 32 11.3%
Alumni 8 2.8%
PhD scholars 2 0.7%
Other 3 1.1%
Total 282 100%

M.Tech/MSR students therefore account for 84.0% of all respondents.

This is important because the people directly affected by the stipend policy form the largest group participating in
the survey.



4. Responses from Across India

The survey received responses from 26 States and Union Territories.
The responses cover institutions and participants from different parts of India.

The two largest contributors were Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, which together accounted for approximately 43% of
responses. This reflects the concentration of responses from institutions including IIT Kanpur and IIT Delhi and
the way the campaign was initially circulated.

The survey should not be interpreted as a statistically representative national sample of all M.Tech students.

It is a voluntary public survey, and participation depended on how the campaign reached students in different
institutions and States.

Nevertheless, the geographic spread demonstrates that the issue has attracted responses well beyond a single
campus.

S. Institutional Representation

Respondents identified approximately 90 distinct institutions, after obvious spelling and naming variants were
normalised.

The responses included students and members associated with:

o IITs
e NITs
o [IITs

e universities
e engineering colleges
e other technical institutions

Approximately 74% of responses came from IITs, while the remaining responses came from NITs, IIITs and other
institutions.

The institutional distribution reflects the campaign's outreach pattern and should not be interpreted as the national
institutional distribution of M.Tech students.



6. The Main Question

Respondents were asked:

“Do you support increasing the GATE M. Tech stipend to
20,000 per month?”

The response was:

280 YES

99.3% SUPPORT

Only:

2 respondents NO

0.7% OPPOSE

Among the respondents to this voluntary survey, support for the proposed revision was therefore overwhelmingly
high.

This figure represents the people who participated in this survey. It is not a claim that 99.3% of all M.Tech
students in India support the proposal.

7. Support Across Respondent Groups

Support was not limited to M.Tech/MSR students.
The survey received support from respondents across the different categories included in the form.
Both opposing responses came from M.Tech/MSR respondents.

All B.Tech students, alumni, PhD scholars and respondents in the “Other” category who answered the support
question supported the proposed revision.

This indicates that the issue is also viewed as relevant by people beyond the group currently receiving the stipend.



8. Will People Help Take the Issue Forward?

Respondents were separately asked:

“Would you be willing to help with this issue —
share it, volunteer, or spread the word?”

251 of 282 respondents said YES.

That represents:

89.0%

willing to help

This result indicates that a large majority of respondents expressed willingness to do more than simply record
their opinion.

The survey question combined sharing, volunteering and spreading awareness into one response. Therefore, this
report does not claim that 89.0% specifically volunteered for a particular form of action.

9. What Students Said

The survey included an optional question:
“Anything you would like to add?”
A total of 76 respondents entered text.

After excluding entries that contained no substantive comment, such as “no”, “nil”, “-” or similar responses, 74
substantive comments remained for qualitative analysis.

These responses were read individually and grouped into recurring themes.



9.1 Hostel and Accommodation
One of the strongest recurring concerns was the availability and cost of accommodation.

Respondents highlighted situations in which M.Tech students do not receive guaranteed hostel accommodation
and therefore have to depend on private accommodation.

Several respondents specifically referred to the cost of rent in Delhi.
The concern is straightforward:

When accommodation itself consumes a large portion of the monthly stipend, very little remains for food,
transportation, academic expenses or emergencies.

Some respondents specifically called for guaranteed hostel accommodation for M. Tech students.
9.2 Rising Costs and a Stagnant Stipend
Respondents repeatedly compared today's expenses with the stipend fixed in 2015.

Comments referred to increases in:
e tuition and semester fees;
e accommodation;
e food and mess expenses;
e transportation;
e daily living costs;
e academic and research-related expenses.

The central concern was that the stipend has remained unchanged while the costs students have to meet have not.

Some respondents argued that a present-day stipend of approximately 320,000-X25,000 would be more realistic.
9.3 Comparison with PhD Fellowships

Several respondents compared the M.Tech stipend with the revision of Junior Research Fellowship and Senior
Research Fellowship rates in 2023.

The JRF and SRF rates were revised to 37,000 and 342,000 per month respectively under the relevant Ministry
of Finance order.

Respondents questioned why the M.Tech stipend remained at X12,400 while other research-related fellowship
rates were revised.

The survey does not argue that the two schemes are identical. Rather, the comparison reflects a concern raised
directly by respondents about the relative level of financial support available to postgraduate researchers.

9.4 Financial Dependence on Family

Several respondents described continued financial dependence on their families while pursuing postgraduate
education.

For some students, the stipend is expected to cover essential living expenses while they simultaneously manage
coursework, projects and research.



Respondents argued that inadequate financial support can make postgraduate education difficult for students who
do not have strong financial backing from their families.

9.5 HRA and Accommodation Support

Multiple respondents specifically requested House Rent Allowance (HRA) or some form of accommodation
support.

This concern was particularly relevant to students who are unable to obtain institutional hostel accommodation.
The survey therefore raises two related policy questions:

Should the base stipend be revised?

and

Should students without access to institutional accommodation receive appropriate additional support?

9.6 Research and Career Choices

Some respondents argued that the financial gap between postgraduate study and immediate employment can
influence students' decisions about pursuing M.Tech and research.

A capable B.Tech graduate may have the option of entering industry immediately.

If pursuing postgraduate education means accepting a stipend that does not adequately cover basic living costs,
financial considerations can become an additional barrier to choosing research-oriented education.

10. Policy Background

The GATE-qualified M.Tech stipend was last revised to:

12,400 per month

with effect from 1 February 2015, up from X8,000.

The applicable AICTE Post Graduate Scholarship Guidelines referenced by Aarunya Issues continue to specify
12,400 per month for eligible GATE-qualified postgraduate students, subject to the scheme's conditions.

The stipend has therefore remained at the same nominal amount for more than a decade.

Separately, AICTE has been reported to have proposed a 50% increase in the stipend, from 12,400 to

approximately 18,600 per month. This proposal has not been implemented, and Aarunya Issues requests AICTE
to officially confirm its current status and proposed amount.



In 2023, Junior Research Fellowship and Senior Research Fellowship rates were revised to 37,000 and 42,000
per month respectively under the relevant Ministry of Finance order.

The M.Tech stipend was not revised as part of that 2023 JRF/SRF revision.

11. Why 320,000?

The 20,000 figure is the policy demand of Aarunya Issues.

It is not an amount currently approved by AICTE.

The demand is based partly on the purchasing power of the stipend when it was last revised.

Using the cumulative India CPI inflation series cited by Aarunya Issues, 12,400 in February 2015 corresponds to
approximately 20,320 in 2026 terms.

On this basis, 20,000 is intended as a simple, rounded figure that broadly restores the purchasing power of the
2015 stipend.

In simple terms:

12,400 in 2015 =X20,320 in 2026 terms

Therefore:

Our demand: X20,000/month

This calculation is an analysis based on CPI data. It is not an official Government of India inflation-adjustment
figure.

12. What We Are Asking For

Based on the survey responses and the policy evidence, Aarunya Issues requests:

1. Revise the GATE M. Tech stipend to 20.000 per month.

This is our primary demand.



2. Implement the reported AICTE proposal at minimum.

I£320,000 cannot be implemented immediately, we request that the reported AICTE proposal to increase the

stipend to approximately 18,600 per month be implemented without further delay, subject to AICTE confirming
its current status.

3. Introduce periodic stipend revision.

A stipend should not remain unchanged for another decade.

We propose a transparent review mechanism, for example, at least once every three years, linked to a published
inflation indicator such as CPL

4. Publish the status of the pending proposal.

Students should be able to know:
e whether a revision proposal exists;
e its exact proposed amount;
e its current stage;
e the authority responsible for the decision;

e and the expected timeline, where available.

5. Consider accommodation/HRA support.

For eligible postgraduate scholars who cannot obtain institutional hostel accommodation, appropriate
accommodation or HRA support should be considered within the applicable policy and budget framework.

13. What This Survey Does — and Does Not — Establish

This survey establishes the views of the 282 people who responded.

It demonstrates:

e very high support among respondents for the proposed stipend revision;

e strong participation from directly affected M.Tech/MSR students;

e responses from multiple States and Union Territories;

e representation from a large number of institutions;

e substantial willingness among respondents to help take the issue forward;

e and recurring concerns regarding accommodation, living costs and financial pressure.
However, the survey does not claim to represent every M.Tech student in India.
It was a voluntary, self-selected public survey distributed through campaign networks.
We believe this distinction is important.

Transparency about the limits of our data is part of the evidence we are presenting.



14. Methodology

Survey type
Voluntary online public-response survey.

Sample

282 responses.
Respondent groups

M.Tech/MSR students, B.Tech students, PhD scholars, alumni and other members of the technical-education
community.

Distribution

The survey was shared through the Aarunya Issues website, social-media channels and direct outreach to student
networks.

Sampling method
Convenience/self-selected sampling.
Respondents chose to participate after encountering the campaign.
Geographic coverage
26 States and Union Territories.
Institutional coverage
Approximately 90 distinct institutions after normalising obvious naming and spelling variations.
Written responses
76 respondents entered text in the optional comment field.
74 comments were considered substantive after excluding blank or non-substantive entries.
Data validation

The available survey data does not specify whether duplicate-response controls or independent identity
verification were performed.

Accordingly, this report does not claim independent verification of unique respondents.



15. Limitations

This survey has several limitations that should be clearly understood.
Self-selection

The survey used voluntary participation rather than random sampling.
Outreach concentration

Early campaign outreach was concentrated around IIT Delhi and IIT Kanpur, which is reflected in the institutional
distribution.

Institutional classification

Institution names were entered as free text. Obvious spelling and naming variants were normalised, but
institutional classification was not based on an official national institutional database.

No independent identity verification

The available survey information does not establish whether every submission represents a separately verified
individual.

Combined willingness question

The willingness question combined sharing, volunteering and spreading awareness. The survey therefore cannot
determine how many respondents would choose each individual form of participation.

These limitations do not invalidate the survey. They define what conclusions can responsibly be drawn from it.



16. Key Findings

282

Total responses

26

States and Union Territories represented

~90

Distinct institutions represented

84.0%

M.Tech/MSR respondents

99.3%

Support for 20,000 stipend revision

89.0%

Willing to help with the campaign

74

Substantive written comments analysed

The overall message from the respondents is consistent:

The current 12,400 stipend is widely viewed by respondents as inadequate for present-day postgraduate living
and study costs, and there is overwhelming support among survey participants for its revision.



17. Recommendations

Based on the survey evidence and policy background, Aarunya Issues recommends:

Immediate

Increase the GATE M.Tech stipend to 320,000 per month.

Interim

If the full revision cannot be implemented immediately, implement the reported AICTE proposal of approximately
X18,600 per month, subject to confirmation of its current status.

Long-term

Establish a transparent periodic revision mechanism, preferably with a review at least every three years.
Transparency

Publish the status, proposed amount and decision timeline of any pending stipend revision.
Accommodation

Consider appropriate HRA or accommodation support for eligible students who cannot obtain institutional hostel
accommodation.

18. What Happens Next?

This survey is not the end of the issue.
It is the evidence-gathering stage.

Aarunya Issues will now take the findings forward through a formal representation to the All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE).

The representation will request:

e revision of the stipend to 20,000 per month;

¢ implementation of the reported X18,600 proposal at minimum, if applicable;
e periodic future revision;
e transparency regarding the current status of the proposal; and
e consideration of accommodation/HRA support.
We will publish the representation and track the response publicly.
If AICTE responds, the response will be published.



If there is no response, that will also be recorded publicly.
The objective is simple:

Every step of this issue should be visible to the students who supported it.

19. Our Commitment

Aarunya Issues will maintain a public record of:

e the survey;
e the evidence;
e the representation submitted,
e the response received;
e follow-up communications;
e and the eventual outcome.
We will not publish individual respondents' personal information.
We will publish aggregate numbers and evidence relevant to the public discussion.

We will also correct factual errors if credible evidence demonstrates that something we published is incorrect.



20. Conclusion

The question presented to respondents was simple:

Should the GATE M.Tech stipend be increased from X12,400 to 20,000 per month?

Among the 282 people who responded:

280 said YES.
That is 99.3% of respondents.

The respondents included M.Tech/MSR students, B.Tech students, PhD scholars, alumni and others from 26
States and Union Territories and approximately 90 institutions.

Their written responses point repeatedly to the same practical concerns: accommodation shortages, rent, rising
living and academic costs, financial dependence on families and the long period since the stipend was last revised.

This survey does not claim to speak for every M.Tech student in India.
It does something more specific:
1t records, transparently and publicly, what 282 people told us.
The evidence now exists.

The next question is what happens with it.

12,400 was fixed in 20135.

The cost of living did not remain fixed.
It is time to review the GATE M. Tech stipend.
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Responses

State/Union Territory
282 responses

@ Andhra Pradesh
@ Arunachal Pradesh
@ Assam

@ Bihar

@ Chhattisgarh

® Goa

® Gujarat

@ Haryana

15V

You are a...
282 responses

@ M.Tech/MSR student
@ B.Tech student

@ PhD scholar

@ Faculty

@ Alumni

@ Other




Do you support increasing the GATE M.Tech stipend to ¥20,000 per month?

282 responses

@ VYes, | support this.
@ No, | do not support this.
@ Unsure

Would you be willing to help with this issue (share it, volunteer, or spread the word)?
282 responses

@® Yes
® No
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M.Tec for fairness, dignity, and
Uttar e of Yes, 1
h/MSR . Yes adequate support so
Pradesh = Techno support this.
student students can focus on
logy .
research instead of
Kanpur .
financial stress.
Indian
Institut )
M.Tec Yes, the stipend should
Uttar e of Yes, I i
Pradesh | Techn h/MSR S i Yes be increased to at least
© €O student | SUPPO ’ 20k.
logy
Kanpur
Indian
Institut
) e of M.Tec . .
Tamil Techno  h/MSR Yes, I . Yes Thanks for bringing this
Nadu support this. issue, means a lot
logy student
Bomba
y
Indian
Institut = M.Tec Yes. 1
Kerala e of h/MSR U ’ ort this Yes
Techno | student PP '

logy




Chandi

Uttar garh B.Tech @ Yes,I Yes
Pradesh = Univer @ student = support this.
sity
Pillai
HOC
Colleg
Maharas = Of. B.Tech = Yes,I
htra CNEME 1 student support this. Yes
ering
and
technol
ogy
M.Tec
Uttarak IIT H/MSR Yes, I . Yes No
hand Kanpur support this.
student
Yes definitely stipend
should raise because
many of the pg student
who cracked gate and
got admitted to clg, they
Uttar M.Tec Yes. 1 contribute to research
Pradesh IITK h/MSR supl’)ort this. Yes flnd do TA, and more
student importantly many of
them leaves their good
paying job for doing
PG. What happens they
settle down for low
stipend that's not fair
M.Tec
Bihar gnpur h/MSR :f;l’xlm pie | Yes
student ’
Indian
institut
Andhra e of M Tec Yes, I
h/MSR . Yes
Pradesh = technol support this.
o student

Kanpur




INDIA

N
INSTI SHOULD BE
TUTE M. Tec INCREASED AS
Uttar OF h /MSR Yes, 1 Yes SOON AS POSSIBLE
Pradesh =~ TECH student support this. AND APPLY
NOLO RETROSPECTIVELY
GY FROM 2026 BATCH
KANP
UR
Uttar T MTec | oo 1
Pradesh @ kanpur /S support this i
p student PP ’
Telanga @ 1T M Tec Yes, 1
) h/MSR . Yes
na Delhi support this.
student
India
Institut
e of M.Tec
logy student pp '
Patna
Bihar
Aligarh
Uttar Musli M.Tec Yes. I
Pradesh m h/MSR support this Yes
Univer @ student PP ’
sity
T dude,just do 1t.We aint
Chhattis B.Tech @ Yes,I MP/MLA who gets
Roorke . Yes . .
garh . student = support this. their extra income from
under the table
T M.Tec
. Yes, I
Bihar PATN h/MSR support this No NA
A student 24 '
Bit
Jharkha @ sindri viLiles Yes, |
h/MSR . Yes
nd Dhanb support this.
student

ad




Delhi

. Netaji
Sl\latlon Subash
) Univer = B.Tech @ Yes,I
Capital i . Yes
) sity of = student = support this.
Territor
technol
y of o
Delhi) gy
. M.Tec
Kerala gan L WMSR :{fs’ (Im pio No
P student PP ’
T M.Tec
Eveerft . KANP  hMSR :fs’ (Im i Yes
& UR student PP ’
1,}/[NNI M.Tec Yes. I
Assam h/MSR ’ . Yes
Allaha support this.
student
bad
Delhi
(Nation
al M .Tec
Capital gzlhi h/MSR :iles, (Im this No
Territor student PP '
y of
Delhi)
IIT M.Tec Isse mengha to delhi ma
g::lzr h KANP h/MSR 163, Irt thi Yes kamra milta hai. Aab to
©s UR student Suppo 5 badha do.
Delhi
(Nation
al M .Tec
Capital I h/MSR Yes, I ) Yes Nothing more
. DELHI support this.
Territor student
y of

Delhi)




Delhi

(Nation Netaji
Subhas
al Univer MBS Yes, |
Capital 7 68 h/MSR supl’)ort this Yes
Territor student '
Techno
y of logy
Delhi)
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec
Capital g(flhi h/MSR Zile;[,)(l)rt this Yes
Territor student '
y of
Delhi)
Uttar 1T MIec | yeo 1
Pradesh = Kanpur IS support this. R
student
. M.Tec
Rajastha 1T Yes, I
nJ Kanpur B/MSR support this. Yes
student
INTER
NATIO
NAL
INSTI
TUTE
OF
INFOR @« M.Tec
llfaamata MATI  h/MSR :f;l’xlm pi | Yes
ON student '
TECH
NOLO
GY,
BANG
ALOR
E
Uttar 1T %}g; Yes, I Ves
Pradesh = Kanpur support this.

student




Indian
institut

M.Tec
Uttar e of H/MSR Yes, I . Yes
Pradesh | technol support this.
student
ogy
kanpur
Uttar T MTec g
Pradesh = Kanpur h/MSR support this Yes
p student PP '
U T M.Tec Yes. I Please 1gcregse. Yerl
h/MSR . No hard to live in this
Pradesh =~ Kanpur support this.
student meagre amount.
M.Tec
Ezlanga gerlhi /MSR SYlfS’ (Im this, 1
student PP '
Indian
Institut
e of
Inform
West ) B.Tech @ Yes,I
Bengal ation student = support this Yes
Techno ’
logy,

Kalyan
i




Bihar

IIT
Kanpur

M.Tec
h/MSR
student

Yes, I
support this.

Yes

If you look at the trend
over the years, IIT fees
have continued to
increase, while the
M.Tech stipend has
remained unchanged.
Why is this disparity
being ignored for
M.Tech students?

If we fail to support the
very people who form
the backbone of the
nation's research,
innovation, and
technological
development, how can
we genuinely aspire to
become a developed
nation? Development
cannot be achieved
through slogans alone
—it requires
meaningful action and
long-term investment in
education and research.

It's time to learn from
developed countries
that invest heavily in
higher education,
research, and skilled
human capital. Instead
of promoting a culture
of short-term freebies,
we should prioritize
policies that empower
students and strengthen
the country's future.

Uttar
Pradesh

IIT
KANP
UR

M.Tec
h/MSR
student

Yes, I
support this.

Yes




NIT

M.Tec

Telanga ' \waRA  wMSR = Y Irt pie | Yes
na NGAL | student = °UPPOT-HIS:
M.Tec
\Bz:erft al gel;n ur SIS :iles,irt this Yes
& p student pp ’
Iss mehngai me sarkar
M Tec kaise expect krti 1'.13.1 kl.
. JINU Yes, I 12400INR me koi apni
Bihar . h/MSR ) Yes
Delhi support this. degree complete krega
student .o .
jabki inflation 10 saal
me 200x ho gya hai.
Gayatri
Vidya
Parisha
Andhra d B.Tech @ Yes,I Yes
Pradesh = Colleg | student = support this.
e of
engine
ering
Telan ?1? MTec 'yt
nz e he;;u Zl /MSR S . rt this Yes
p student 4ppo '
ly
Indian
institut
M.Tec
Uttar e of H/MSR Yes, I . Yes No
Pradesh | technol support this.
student
ogy
Delhi
Uttar 1T Mlec oyt
Pradesh = Kanpur B/MSR support this Yes
p student PP '
Indian
Institut )
M.Tec Required Compulsory
Maharas | e of WMSR 1 g Hostel to Boys in IIT
htra Techno support this. .
o student Delhi

Delhi




Indian

Institut
Uttar e of M Tec Yes, 1
h/MSR . Yes
Pradesh = Techno support this.
student
logy
Kanpur
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec
Capital gZIhi h/MSR :ies’ (Im nie | Yes
Territor student PP '
y of
Delhi)
Techno . .
West Main | BTech Yes,I Based on the inflation
Bengal Saltlak @ student | support this Yes rates, the stipend should
& ° PP ' be 20,000 at least.
Tamil T e Yes, | Even 25,000 they can
. h/MSR . Yes .
Nadu Delhi support this. increase
student
M.Tec Yes. T
Kerala iit delhi = h/MSR ’ ) Yes no
support this.
student
M.Tec
D OTK | wMSR | 0 yes
Pradesh support this.
student
T M .Tec
lérlzll(él;?l Allaha h/MSR :ies’ (I)rt this Yes
bad student PP '
Delhi
(Nation
al M .Tec
Capital gerlhi h/MSR :ies’ (I)rt nie | Yes
Territor student PP ’
y of
Delhi)
Andhra T M Tec Yes, I
Pradesh hydera h/MSR support this Yes
bad student 24 '




Indian

. Institut M Tec
Tamil e of Yes, I
h/MSR . Yes
Nadu technol support this.
student
ogy
delhi
IT M.Tec , :
E;cllanga Hydera = h/MSR :ies,cl)rt . Yes Iltzskhard to sustain on
bad student PP '
IIT
Andhra  HYDE hM/l\I‘;‘l’{ Yes, I Vos
Pradesh = RABA support this.
student
D
Geetha
njali
college
of M.Tec
Ezlanga engine =~ h/MSR :ies,(l)rt this Yes No
ering student pp ’
and
technol
ogy
IIT M.Tec
Ezlanga Hydera | h/MSR :iles,irt this Yes
bad student PP ’
West Lit M Tec Yes, I
Bengal delhi /MSR support this Yes
& student PP '
Uttar 1T M.Iec | oo 1
Pradesh = Kanpur IS support this Yes
P student PP '
Gita
Odisha autono = B.Tech @ Yes,I . Yes
mous student = support this.
college
IIT M.Tec
xfaharas Hydera = h/MSR ;{fs’(lm this Yes
bad student PP '




M.Tec

Kerala it h H/MSR Yes, I . Yes Please make it happen
support this. asap
student
Tamil | NIT AT yeq
Nadu Trich WMSR support this Yes
Y student 24 '
Thank you for this
movement. | agree and
support this. The fees
NIT have gone up, the prices
Manip Yes. 1 of things have gone up,
Odisha ur Other U ’ ort this Yes how do they expect us
(Gradu PP ' to "MANAGE" with the
ated) same stipend that my
uncle received during
his MTech or MSc.
That is ridiculous.
Uttar  TIT MIec ' ves,1
Pradesh = kanpur WMSR support this Yes
P student pp ’
Ujjain
Madhya Eggme M Tec Yes, I Make the Demand
Pradesh = S18 WMSR support this Yes 22,000
Colleg  student ' ’
e
1T M.Tec
E;:langa Hydera = h/MSR :lfles, (Im this Yes
bad student 24 '
Rajastha Jclifllsc B.Tech | Yes,I Yes
n . £ student support this.
Rajastha = 1T hM/l\Igi{ Yes, I Yes
n Delhi support this.

student




Nation

al
institut =~ M.Tec
E;:langa e of h/MSR ;{fs’ (Im this Yes No
technol = student pp '
ogy
Raipur
1T
Uttar BHU PhD Yes, I Yes
Pradesh = Varana | scholar = support this.
si
Nit M.Tec
Utar Rourke = h/MSR Yes, I . Yes
Pradesh support this.
la student
Interna
tional
institut
e of
. M.Tec
Karnata 1n_form H/MSR Yes, I . No
ka ation support this.
student
technol
ogy
bangal
ore
Guru Please increase the
' Nanak BTech  Yes,I stipend. | d1c'1nt get
Punjab Dev student | support this Yes college gmail because
Univer pp ' they didn't provide it to
sity us.
Indian
Institut
e of M.Tec
Ezlanga Techno = h/MSR :lfles, (Im this Yes
logy student pp '
Hydera

bad




Indian

institut
Tamil e of M Tec Yes, 1 May rise phd stipend to
technol = h/MSR . No
Nadu support this. Rs. 90,000
ogy student
hydera
bad
Indian
Institut
. e of M .Tec
Tamil ol | WMSR | %1 | No Nil
Nadu support this.
ogy student
Hydera
bad
1T
M.Tec
Bihar BHU pmsr YD yes
Varana support this.
. student
si
Delhi
(Nation
al
Capital | DTU | Drlech pYes,I g 0
: student = support this.
Territor
y of
Delhi)
M. Tec
grt:;resh litbhu | H/MSR :ies’(lm this. = 1
student PP '
Uttar 1T MTec | oo 1
Pradesh = Kanpur BRI support this s
P student pp '
NIT M.Tec
Telanga Warang h/MSR Yes, | . Yes
na support this.
al student




Delhi

Mot 0
al e of M Tec Yes, I
Capital Techno WMSR su ’ ort this No
Territor student 24 '
of logy
y oL Delhi
Delhi)
Jabalpu
r Supporting this Cause
Chhattis | Engine = B.Tech | Yes,I since I know the
: . Yes .
garh ering student = support this. importance of research
Colleg and masters
e
amrapa
li .
Uttarak | institut = B.Tech = Yes,I ltS a necessaty
. Yes Initiative, must go
hand e of student = support this.
forward.
technol
ogy
Uttar ~ IT MIec " Yes.1
Pradesh | kanpur WMSR support this Yes
P student 24 '
Ramde
obaba
Maharas ) B.Tech @ Yes,I
Univer . Yes
htra . student = support this.
Sity
Nagpur
IIT M.Tec
Ezlanga hydera =~ h/MSR SYues, irt this Yes
bad student pp )
Nit M.Tec
Utar Warang h/MSR Yes, I . Yes
Pradesh support this.
al student
‘Sr‘ma‘:h NERIS = B.Tech = Yes,I Ves
T student = support this.

Pradesh




Actually it is very hard
to manage the expenses
with this less stipend.
Already the fee is hiked
also the mess and hostle

Indian :
. charges are increased
M.Tec and with 12400 we can't
Madhya e of Yes, |
h/MSR . Yes even able to manage
Pradesh = Techno support this. :
o student this necessary fee. So
=Y Stipend should increase
Kanpur
for students to better
study and research
which is going to
contribute to the
country development.
Indian
Institut
e of M.Tec
Ezlanga Techno = h/MSR :ﬁzs, irt this No
logy student bp ’
Hydera
bad
1T M.Tec
Kamata | pingal wMSR | ! 0 yes
ka support this.
ore student
Interna
tlon.al Increasing the stipened
Institut .
will release the student
e Of
M.Tec out of stress and help
Karnata | Inform Yes, I
. h/MSR . Yes them focus more on
ka ation support this. . :
student academics and improve
Techno .
logy the quality of research
’ they will have to offer
Bangal
ore
IIIT M.Tec
Telanga | pongal | WMSR | Y51 |y
na support this.
ore student
M.Tec , . .
Karnata Liith H/MSR Yes, I . Yes I?ont you think 20k is a
ka support this. little low

student




T M .Tec Yes. I
Gujarat =~ Bangal = h/MSR ’ . Yes
support this.
ore student
M. Tec Yes. I
Haryana = DTU h/MSR U ,ort this Yes
student PP '
Interna
tional
Institut
e of
M .Tec
Karnata Inform H/MSR Yes, I . Yes
ka ation support this.
student
Techno
logy,
Bangal
ore
Interna
tional
Institut
e of
M.Tec
West Inform H/MSR Yes, 1 . Yes
Bengal ation support this.
student
Techno
logy
Bangal
ore
Delhi
(Nation = Delhi
al Techno M.Tec
. : Yes, I
Capital logical h/MSR support this Yes
Territor =~ Univer | student pp '
y of sity
Delhi)
Uttar T hM/l\I‘;; Yes, I Ves
Pradesh = Kanpur support this.

student




Indian

institut
Uttar e of M Tec Yes, I
h/MSR ) Yes
Pradesh | technol support this.
student
ogy
kanpur
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec Yes. I
Capital  Nsut h/MSR U ’ort this Yes
Territor student pp '
y of
Delhi)
Delhi
(Nation = Delhi
al Techno = M.Tec
. : Yes, |
Capital logical =~ h/MSR support this Yes
Territor =~ Univer | student pp '
y of sity
Delhi)
Delhi
Uttar Tec.hno M.Tec Yes. I
Pradesh logical - /MSR support this Yes
Univer @ student '
sity
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec Yes. I
Capital  IITD h/MSR U ’ort this No
Territor student pP ’
y of
Delhi)
Maharas IIT M Tec Yes, I
) h/MSR ) Yes
htra Delhi support this.
student
IIIT M.Tec
Uuarak Bangal | h/MSR Yes, I : Yes
hand support this.
ore student




IIT

West KHAR MTIec g
h/MSR . Yes
Bengal AGPU support this.
student
R
1T
Uttar pgu | MIec v
Pradesh =~ Varana IR support this s
G student PP '
1T M .Tec . )
Assam | Guwah WMSR = 1 ves Every thing is changing
: support this. exept mtech stipend
ati student
?g;?;is I'm an upcoming Mtech
Tamil e of Alumn | Yes,I Yes student through gate. I'll
Nadu technol | support this. strongly support for this
movement.
ogy
Indian
Institut
e of
Space
science = M.Tec Yes. 1
Kerala and h/MSR U ,ort this Yes
Techno @ student PP ’
logy,
Thiruv
ananth
apuram
Delhi
(Nation
al M .Tec
Capital | B0 | wMSR | 1% | veg
. Delhi support this.
Territor student
y of

Delhi)




Delhi

Mot 7
al M.Tec
) e of Yes, |
Capital technol WMSR support this Yes
Territor ogy student pp '
yof Delhi
Delhi)
Delhi
Gtes 12400 is too less to
al Lit M Tec Yes, | survive on top of that
Capital . h/MSR " Yes P
. delhi support this. we are not getting
Territor student
hostels
y of
Delhi)
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec
. IIT Yes, I
Capl.tal DELHI WMSR support this. Yes
Territor student
y of
Delhi)
Indian
Institut
Odisha e Of B.Tech @ Yes,I . Yes
Techno | student @ support this.
logy
Madras
E\Ieellltlil N Indian
© Institut Please take this as
al e of M Tec Yes, | riority. The cost of
Capital h/MSR L Yes priority. the
. Techno support this. living is too high
Territor student ; .
y of logy ' despite taking loan.
Delhi) Delhi
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec
IIT Yes, I
Capital h/MSR ’ . No
Territor DELHI Tt support this.
y of

Delhi)




IIT

Utar  BHU NI yeq
Pradesh | Varana WMSR support this Yes
. student pp '
si
Indian
. Institut M Tec
Tamil e of Yes, I
h/MSR . Yes
Nadu Techno support this.
student
logy
Delhi
Stipend should
minimum 20000
+HRA,
Mostly problem faces
IIT Delhi students
because they don't
provide hostel in first
year, outside room rent
. T M.Tec Yes. I very high .and fooc.l
Bihar Delhi h/MSR support this Yes expanses is also high,
student PP ' And NIT students also
faces problems because
their tution fee is too
High
So , it's so
disappointing for Mtech
students they faces
mental pressure due to
their budget issue
INDIA
Delhi N
(Nation | INSTI
al TUTE @ M.Tec
. Yes, I
Capital OF h/MSR i Yes
Territor ~TECH  student =~ PP° >
y of NOLO
Delhi) GY

DELHI




Delhi

(Nation
al M.Tec
. IIT Yes, I
Capital h/MSR ’ . Yes
Territor DELHI student =~ PP ort this.
y of
Delhi)
Delhi
(Nation
al M.Tec
Capital g(flhi h/MSR :ies, irt this Yes
Territor student 24 '
y of
Delhi)
Delh.l Indian
(Nation .
Institut
al M.Tec
) e of Yes, I
Capital h/MSR . Yes
. Techno support this.
Territor student
logy
y of Delhi
Delhi)
T M Tec I think this is waste of
Karnata No, I do not money becoz we are
Bangal =~ h/MSR . No . o
ka support this. getting this without
ore student ) .
doing anything
Delh.l Indian
(Nation Institut
al M.Tec
. e of Yes, I
Capital Techno WMSR support this Yes
Territor student PP ’
logy,
y of Delhi
Delhi)
Indian
1en(S)Efltut M Tec Yes, |
Haryana h/MSR ’ . No
technol support this.
student
ogy

Delhi




Aliah

Bihar Univer B.Tech | Yes,I ) Yes
. student = support this.
Sity
Fuinl i) L1 hM/l\Ig; e, Yes Ellclilltitd egllé Irllzzt(;ﬂfor all
Pradesh = DELHI support this. Y
student semister
M.Tec
gfrf : al g:;na h/MSR Iles : (I)rt this Yes
g student PP '
Mizora
Mizora m Alumn @ Yes,I Yes
m Univer @ i support this.
sity
M.Tec
Haryana gzlhi h/MSR SYES’ (I)rt this Yes
student PP '
Uttar 1T MTec | oo 1
Pradesh = Delhi BRI support this s
student pp '
Indian
institut
e of
M. Tec
Bihar LeCh“"l h/MSR :ies’ Irt i Yes
.gy student ppo '
(ism),
dhanba
d
T M.Tec
Ezlanga KANP  h/MSR :fs’ (I)rt b Yes
UR student PP ’




The M.Tech stipend
was last revised in

2015, when it was
increased from 8,000
to X12,400 per month.

It has now been more
than 11 years, yet the

Indian . .
. stipend remains
Institut M Tec
Uttar e of h/MSR Yes, I Ves unchanggd aF ?12.,400.
Pradesh = Techno support this. Meanwhile, inflation
logy student and the cost of living
Kanpur have increased
significantly over the
years.
Despite this, there has
been no revision in the
M.Tech stipend, which
is genuinely
concerning.
Indian
Institut
Uttar e of MBS Yes, I
h/MSR . Yes
Pradesh = Techno support this.
student
logy
Kanpur
Uttar ~ HT MIec " ves.1
Pradesh = Kanpur WMSR support this Yes
P student pp '
Uttar Iit PhD Yes, 1 Yes Also increase the phd
Pradesh = kanpur | scholar = support this. fellowship
: M.Tec
EaJaStha gel:n ur WMSR :ies’ (I)rt this No
P student pp '
West it M.Tec Yes. I I a.lso posted a .
Beneal Kanour h/MSR SUnnort this Yes grievance at national pg
& P student 24 ' portal
Uttar  TIT %1\};; Yes, I Ves
Pradesh =~ Kanpur support this.

student




M.Tec

Kerala | ITK | WMSR | 10 | veg
support this.
student
1T M.Tec
grt;zresh KANP | /MSR zles, (I)rt this, | 1°8 No
UR student pp '
Madhya | Tit MTec | voo 1
Pradesh | kanpur IRIES support this e
P student pp '
Uttar T MTec  yooq
Pradesh = Kanpur W/MSR support this Yes
p student pp '
INDIA
N
INSTI
TUTE
Uttar OF hM/l\I;cl; Yes, I No
Pradesh = TECH I support this.
NOLO
GY
KANP
UR
1T M.Tec
g:;zzsh KANP  h/MSR :ies’ (Im b Yes No
UR student pp '
Uttar T MTec | voo 1
Pradesh | kanpur IS support this p
P student PP '
IIT M.Tec
g:etlecllresh KANP | W/MSR :ies’ (I)rt this, | 1°S
UR student pp '
The stipend should
. M Tec definetly be increased,
West Iit Yes, I as to use most of the
h/MSR ) Yes e
Bengal kanpur support this. accomodities in the
student :
premises have to be
paid by the students
Uttar T hM/l\I;; Yes, I Vos
Pradesh | kanpur support this.

student




IIT

M.Tec

brades | KANP MR | (0 L Y
UR student PP ’
Uttar T MTec g
Pradesh = Kanpur h/MSR support this Yes
p student PP '
) M.Tec
EaJaStha JUIT  h/MSR :ies’(lm pi | Yes
student PP '
West 1T MTec g
Bengal DELHI h/MSR support this Yes
& student PP '
Indian
Institut
Uttar e of MEIES Yes, I
h/MSR . Yes
Pradesh = Techno support this.
student
logy
kanpur
Uttarak = IIT MTec 'y oy
hand Kanpur h/MSR support this Yes
p student PP ’
1T M.Tec
bradesn | KANP MR | [0 L Yes
UR student PP ’
Indian
Uttar in(i?tut M Tec Yes, |
h/MSR ’ . Yes Stipend Must Increase
Pradesh = technol support this.
student
ogy
Kanpur
Indian
institut
M.Tec
Uttar e of H/MSR Yes, I . Yes NA
Pradesh | technol support this.
student
ogy
kanpur
M. Tec
Madhya @ IIT Yes, I
Pradesh =~ Kanpur WMSR support this. Yes please

student




IIT

M.Tec

Andhra Yes, |
Pradesh PATN /MSR suep[,)ort this. Yes
A student
Vellore
institut B.Tech = Yes,I
Haryana e of . Yes
technol student = support this.
ogy
How can we support
ourselves with such low
stipend in this economy,
we have other expenses
too like stationary, gym,
food, saving for
emergency, etc. most
people do PG to support
themselves and get
completely independent
from their parents for
1T M .Tec money, some people
Uttar KANP  h/MSR Yes, 1 ) Yes left their job, some have
Pradesh UR D support this. family and children,
and still trying to
pursue such high level
PG master degree in the
hope of getting better
job and future and what
we get in return
12,4007 It's
demotivating and
unacceptable, we want
incriment in our
stipend.
Maharas Raisoni = M.Tec Yes. I
college = h/MSR . Yes
htra support this.
pune student
. M.Tec
Tamil ey wMsr L ST e
Nadu support this.

student




Noida

Institut

e of

Engine
Uttar ering B.Tech @ Yes,I Yes
Pradesh = and student = support this.

Techno

logy,

Greater

Noida
Tamil 1T Alumn @ Yes,I Yes
Nadu Madras i support this.
Tamil VIT B.Tech @ Yes,I

Chenna . Yes
Nadu ; student = support this.
Delhi
(Nation
il . Bvcoe B.Tech @ Yes,]I Stipend should be
Capital . . Yes .

) delhi student = support this. increased

Territor
y of
Delhi)

Interna
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	1. Executive Summary
	Aarunya Issues conducted a public survey to understand the views of students, researchers, alumni and other members of the technical-education community on the current GATE-qualified M.Tech stipend of ₹12,400 per month and the proposal to revise it to ₹20,000 per month.
	A total of 282 responses were received and analysed.
	The key findings are clear:
	2. Why We Conducted This Survey
	The GATE-qualified M.Tech stipend currently stands at ₹12,400 per month.
	The stipend was last revised in February 2015, when it was increased from ₹8,000 to ₹12,400.
	More than a decade has passed since that revision.
	During this period, students have experienced substantial increases in accommodation, food, transportation, education and other living expenses.
	Before taking the issue forward as a formal representation, Aarunya Issues decided to ask students and members of the wider technical-education community a simple question:
	Do you support increasing the GATE M.Tech stipend to ₹20,000 per month?
	The purpose of the survey was to document the level of support, understand who is affected, identify the concerns students are facing and collect evidence that can be presented to the relevant authorities.
	3. Who Responded?
	The survey received 282 responses.
	The majority of respondents were directly affected by the stipend policy.
	Respondent profile
	M.Tech/MSR students therefore account for 84.0% of all respondents.
	This is important because the people directly affected by the stipend policy form the largest group participating in the survey.

	4. Responses from Across India
	The survey received responses from 26 States and Union Territories.
	The responses cover institutions and participants from different parts of India.
	The two largest contributors were Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, which together accounted for approximately 43% of responses. This reflects the concentration of responses from institutions including IIT Kanpur and IIT Delhi and the way the campaign was initially circulated.
	The survey should not be interpreted as a statistically representative national sample of all M.Tech students.
	It is a voluntary public survey, and participation depended on how the campaign reached students in different institutions and States.
	Nevertheless, the geographic spread demonstrates that the issue has attracted responses well beyond a single campus.
	5. Institutional Representation
	Respondents identified approximately 90 distinct institutions, after obvious spelling and naming variants were normalised.
	The responses included students and members associated with:
	6. The Main Question
	Respondents were asked:
	“Do you support increasing the GATE M.Tech stipend to ₹20,000 per month?”
	The response was:
	280 YES
	99.3% SUPPORT
	Only:
	2 respondents NO
	0.7% OPPOSE
	Among the respondents to this voluntary survey, support for the proposed revision was therefore overwhelmingly high.
	This figure represents the people who participated in this survey. It is not a claim that 99.3% of all M.Tech students in India support the proposal.
	7. Support Across Respondent Groups
	Support was not limited to M.Tech/MSR students.
	The survey received support from respondents across the different categories included in the form.
	Both opposing responses came from M.Tech/MSR respondents.
	All B.Tech students, alumni, PhD scholars and respondents in the “Other” category who answered the support question supported the proposed revision.
	This indicates that the issue is also viewed as relevant by people beyond the group currently receiving the stipend.
	8. Will People Help Take the Issue Forward?
	Respondents were separately asked:
	“Would you be willing to help with this issue — share it, volunteer, or spread the word?”
	251 of 282 respondents said YES.
	That represents:
	89.0%
	willing to help
	This result indicates that a large majority of respondents expressed willingness to do more than simply record their opinion.
	The survey question combined sharing, volunteering and spreading awareness into one response. Therefore, this report does not claim that 89.0% specifically volunteered for a particular form of action.
	9. What Students Said
	The survey included an optional question:
	“Anything you would like to add?”
	A total of 76 respondents entered text.
	After excluding entries that contained no substantive comment, such as “no”, “nil”, “-” or similar responses, 74 substantive comments remained for qualitative analysis.
	These responses were read individually and grouped into recurring themes.
	9.1 Hostel and Accommodation
	One of the strongest recurring concerns was the availability and cost of accommodation.
	Respondents highlighted situations in which M.Tech students do not receive guaranteed hostel accommodation and therefore have to depend on private accommodation.
	Several respondents specifically referred to the cost of rent in Delhi.
	The concern is straightforward:
	When accommodation itself consumes a large portion of the monthly stipend, very little remains for food, transportation, academic expenses or emergencies.
	Some respondents specifically called for guaranteed hostel accommodation for M.Tech students.
	9.2 Rising Costs and a Stagnant Stipend
	Respondents repeatedly compared today's expenses with the stipend fixed in 2015.
	Comments referred to increases in:
	9.3 Comparison with PhD Fellowships
	Several respondents compared the M.Tech stipend with the revision of Junior Research Fellowship and Senior Research Fellowship rates in 2023.
	The JRF and SRF rates were revised to ₹37,000 and ₹42,000 per month respectively under the relevant Ministry of Finance order.
	Respondents questioned why the M.Tech stipend remained at ₹12,400 while other research-related fellowship rates were revised.
	The survey does not argue that the two schemes are identical. Rather, the comparison reflects a concern raised directly by respondents about the relative level of financial support available to postgraduate researchers.
	9.4 Financial Dependence on Family
	Several respondents described continued financial dependence on their families while pursuing postgraduate education.
	For some students, the stipend is expected to cover essential living expenses while they simultaneously manage coursework, projects and research.
	Respondents argued that inadequate financial support can make postgraduate education difficult for students who do not have strong financial backing from their families.
	9.5 HRA and Accommodation Support
	Multiple respondents specifically requested House Rent Allowance (HRA) or some form of accommodation support.
	This concern was particularly relevant to students who are unable to obtain institutional hostel accommodation.
	The survey therefore raises two related policy questions:
	Should the base stipend be revised?
	and
	Should students without access to institutional accommodation receive appropriate additional support?
	9.6 Research and Career Choices
	Some respondents argued that the financial gap between postgraduate study and immediate employment can influence students' decisions about pursuing M.Tech and research.
	A capable B.Tech graduate may have the option of entering industry immediately.
	If pursuing postgraduate education means accepting a stipend that does not adequately cover basic living costs, financial considerations can become an additional barrier to choosing research-oriented education.

	10. Policy Background
	The GATE-qualified M.Tech stipend was last revised to:
	₹12,400 per month
	with effect from 1 February 2015, up from ₹8,000.
	The applicable AICTE Post Graduate Scholarship Guidelines referenced by Aarunya Issues continue to specify ₹12,400 per month for eligible GATE-qualified postgraduate students, subject to the scheme's conditions.
	The stipend has therefore remained at the same nominal amount for more than a decade.
	Separately, AICTE has been reported to have proposed a 50% increase in the stipend, from ₹12,400 to approximately ₹18,600 per month. This proposal has not been implemented, and Aarunya Issues requests AICTE to officially confirm its current status and proposed amount.
	In 2023, Junior Research Fellowship and Senior Research Fellowship rates were revised to ₹37,000 and ₹42,000 per month respectively under the relevant Ministry of Finance order.
	The M.Tech stipend was not revised as part of that 2023 JRF/SRF revision.
	11. Why ₹20,000?
	The ₹20,000 figure is the policy demand of Aarunya Issues.
	It is not an amount currently approved by AICTE.
	The demand is based partly on the purchasing power of the stipend when it was last revised.
	Using the cumulative India CPI inflation series cited by Aarunya Issues, ₹12,400 in February 2015 corresponds to approximately ₹20,320 in 2026 terms.
	On this basis, ₹20,000 is intended as a simple, rounded figure that broadly restores the purchasing power of the 2015 stipend.
	In simple terms:
	₹12,400 in 2015 ≈ ₹20,320 in 2026 terms
	Therefore:
	Our demand: ₹20,000/month
	This calculation is an analysis based on CPI data. It is not an official Government of India inflation-adjustment figure.
	12. What We Are Asking For
	Based on the survey responses and the policy evidence, Aarunya Issues requests:
	1. Revise the GATE M.Tech stipend to ₹20,000 per month.
	This is our primary demand.
	2. Implement the reported AICTE proposal at minimum.
	If ₹20,000 cannot be implemented immediately, we request that the reported AICTE proposal to increase the stipend to approximately ₹18,600 per month be implemented without further delay, subject to AICTE confirming its current status.
	3. Introduce periodic stipend revision.
	A stipend should not remain unchanged for another decade.
	We propose a transparent review mechanism, for example, at least once every three years, linked to a published inflation indicator such as CPI.
	4. Publish the status of the pending proposal.
	Students should be able to know:
	5. Consider accommodation/HRA support.
	For eligible postgraduate scholars who cannot obtain institutional hostel accommodation, appropriate accommodation or HRA support should be considered within the applicable policy and budget framework.

	13. What This Survey Does — and Does Not — Establish
	This survey establishes the views of the 282 people who responded.
	It demonstrates:
	14. Methodology
	Survey type
	Voluntary online public-response survey.
	Sample
	282 responses.
	Respondent groups
	M.Tech/MSR students, B.Tech students, PhD scholars, alumni and other members of the technical-education community.
	Distribution
	The survey was shared through the Aarunya Issues website, social-media channels and direct outreach to student networks.
	Sampling method
	Convenience/self-selected sampling.
	Respondents chose to participate after encountering the campaign.
	Geographic coverage
	26 States and Union Territories.
	Institutional coverage
	Approximately 90 distinct institutions after normalising obvious naming and spelling variations.
	Written responses
	76 respondents entered text in the optional comment field.
	74 comments were considered substantive after excluding blank or non-substantive entries.
	Data validation
	The available survey data does not specify whether duplicate-response controls or independent identity verification were performed.
	Accordingly, this report does not claim independent verification of unique respondents.

	15. Limitations
	This survey has several limitations that should be clearly understood.
	Self-selection
	The survey used voluntary participation rather than random sampling.
	Outreach concentration
	Early campaign outreach was concentrated around IIT Delhi and IIT Kanpur, which is reflected in the institutional distribution.
	Institutional classification
	Institution names were entered as free text. Obvious spelling and naming variants were normalised, but institutional classification was not based on an official national institutional database.
	No independent identity verification
	The available survey information does not establish whether every submission represents a separately verified individual.
	Combined willingness question
	The willingness question combined sharing, volunteering and spreading awareness. The survey therefore cannot determine how many respondents would choose each individual form of participation.
	These limitations do not invalidate the survey. They define what conclusions can responsibly be drawn from it.

	16. Key Findings
	282
	Total responses
	26
	States and Union Territories represented
	~90
	Distinct institutions represented
	84.0%
	M.Tech/MSR respondents
	99.3%
	Support for ₹20,000 stipend revision
	89.0%
	Willing to help with the campaign
	74
	Substantive written comments analysed
	The overall message from the respondents is consistent:
	The current ₹12,400 stipend is widely viewed by respondents as inadequate for present-day postgraduate living and study costs, and there is overwhelming support among survey participants for its revision.
	17. Recommendations
	Based on the survey evidence and policy background, Aarunya Issues recommends:
	Immediate
	Increase the GATE M.Tech stipend to ₹20,000 per month.
	Interim
	If the full revision cannot be implemented immediately, implement the reported AICTE proposal of approximately ₹18,600 per month, subject to confirmation of its current status.
	Long-term
	Establish a transparent periodic revision mechanism, preferably with a review at least every three years.
	Transparency
	Publish the status, proposed amount and decision timeline of any pending stipend revision.
	Accommodation
	Consider appropriate HRA or accommodation support for eligible students who cannot obtain institutional hostel accommodation.

	18. What Happens Next?
	This survey is not the end of the issue.
	It is the evidence-gathering stage.
	Aarunya Issues will now take the findings forward through a formal representation to the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).
	The representation will request:
	19. Our Commitment
	Aarunya Issues will maintain a public record of:
	20. Conclusion
	The question presented to respondents was simple:
	Should the GATE M.Tech stipend be increased from ₹12,400 to ₹20,000 per month?
	Among the 282 people who responded:
	280 said YES.
	That is 99.3% of respondents.
	The respondents included M.Tech/MSR students, B.Tech students, PhD scholars, alumni and others from 26 States and Union Territories and approximately 90 institutions.
	Their written responses point repeatedly to the same practical concerns: accommodation shortages, rent, rising living and academic costs, financial dependence on families and the long period since the stipend was last revised.
	This survey does not claim to speak for every M.Tech student in India.
	It does something more specific:
	It records, transparently and publicly, what 282 people told us.
	The evidence now exists.
	The next question is what happens with it.
	₹12,400 was fixed in 2015.
	The cost of living did not remain fixed.
	It is time to review the GATE M.Tech stipend.
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